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turban, smaller than those worn by his Amirs. On his
arrival at Aleppo, the people surrendered the town to him
without opposition. Kansuh al-Ashraf, Governor of the
Citadel, fled with the troops to Damascus, leaving the gates
[50] of the Citadel open.

When this news reached Ibn 'Othman he sent off a man
who was lame and beardless, with a wooden club in his hand,
who went up to the citadel, entered it without opposition,
affixed seals to the stores therein, and took possession of
money, arms, and other articles of value. Ibn 'Othman did
this that it might be said that he took the citadel of Aleppo
by means of a lame man with a wooden club, and the weakest
man in his army. Someone has said: " Take care not to
despise a weak foe, for a fly can make the lion's eye bleed."

It was reported that Ibn 'Othman after capturing the
town of Aleppo only entered it on three occasions. First
when he^went up to the citadel to inspect the stores, amongst
which he found an amazing quantity of money, arms, and
articles of value. The money amounted to about a million
dinars. He also found gilt horsings and stirrups, axes and
saddles inlaid with gold and crystal, side-drums, studded
bridles, costly rings, sets of painted steel horse-armour,
splendid helmets and other weapons, such as neither he nor
any of his ancestors had ever seen or owned before, nor any
of the Emperors of Constantinople. For what al-Ghurl had
collected by oppression and violence, and the valuables he had
extracted from the treasuries of former kings of the Circassian
Turks were quietly taken possession of by Selim Ibn 'Othman
without any trouble whatever. And not included in this was
the property left in Halab by the Amirs in Command, the Amirs
of the Tablkhanah and the Amirs of Tens, and the executive
officers and soldiers, in the shape of money, arms, clothing, and
equipment. It was also said that Ibn 'Othman took possession
of thirteen citadels in the Sultan's dominions, and the property
they contained. In fact, the quantity of money, arms, and
valuables which he captured was unlimited. He became